Alliance ARASA Ne

for Southern Africa

ISSUE 4 OCTOBER 20009

Editors Net@n parenzee

This issue of the ARASA DumbaChicalu talks to us about theProgramme. Tengithile Hlophe,

newsletter gives an update on our human rights issues at stake. SWAPOLGs Projec

HIV and TB Financing Campaign . background to the.or.ganisfation an

and elaborates on plans for the 2ndT h. e fina l wor _k s h eportscon thetbangfn;s gqme_da_fm !
) regional Human Rights Training of a basic treatment literacy training

phase roll out at the national level. rginers Programme was held in theheld recently.

ARASA calls on all its partners to  middle of October. Alan Msosa,

join us in moving this campaign  ARASAGs Moni t or i Pwingdhis duarter, Development

forward. Evaluation Consultant introduced a for Peace from Lesotho also becarte

monitoring and evaluation an ARASA partner. We extend a
In August, weconvened a regional component during this workshop.  warm welcome to them.

Ezr;marrigohr;:e’;:?;j;: éiz:i)ducweWe would like to thank participants The Annual _Partnership Forum

B of the regional Human Rights will be held in Johannesburg on 24
Imbayago writes about the Training of Trainers Programme & 25 November 2009. You are
outcomes of this seminar. who have submitted their project  invited to nominate your

proposals for a small grant during ~ organisation for the 2009 HIV/

In October and November, the this workshop. In this issue, Jacob AIDS/ TB and Human Rights
Legal Assistance Centre of NamibiaSegale tells us about the criteria for Award, which will be awarded
will litigate on behalf of 6 women  selection of the successful proposalsluring the Partnership Forum.
living with HIV who were
sterilised without their informed Swaziland Positive Living We look forward to meeting you al
consent against the government of (SWAPOL) joined the ARASA there!
Nami bia in the cpatnershipin Auwusthindgnil host
Court. In this issue, Linda the Swaziland Treatment Literacy

Updat e

Sign the Petition

FUND THE FIGHT
GAINST HIV & Ti

by Paula Akugizibwe

www.arasa.info/healthmoney



http://arasa.info/fundingcampaign

No Money
For Health
In Africa

?\ea\\‘]?‘

Cost of 1 year's supply
of HIV treatment for 1

e US$210

SHOW
US
THE
MONEY
'FOR

HEALT'H

African Union's estimate of cost of King \I“V ati III's Luxury Vehicle

corruption to continent ,"‘; '-"?- 71y US$500 000

peryear X 4!“' =
(ﬁ ’ﬁzwm l

g Mswati ITI, Ki ziland

s 21 ,001 TB treatment courses

hairpersc o
04 million years of HIV treatment

ARASA NEWSLETTER

Robert Mugabe's 85th Birthday Party

s |
Robert Mugabe, President, Zimba \bw
=10,501 TB treatment courses



mailto:boniswa@arasa.info
mailto:gillian@arasa.info
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkWoKgLhDVs&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkWoKgLhDVs&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkWoKgLhDVs&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkWoKgLhDVs&feature=player_embedded

ARASA Hosts Sexual an
Health Rights Warkshap

ARASA convened a regional
seminar on sexual and
reproductive health rights
(SRHR) from 12 to 13
August, 2009 in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
The seminar was attended
by 37 participants from
across the southern African
region.

The seminar followed on a
regional workshop held in
October 2008, which resulted
in a better understanding of
key issues related to SRHR in
the context of HIV and AIDS
in southern Africa.

The initial workshop identified
key SRHR advocacy issues
such as access to services for
women living with HIYi
including issues such as
sterilisation of women living
with HIV without their
consent; harmful cultural and
religious practices; gender
based violence; and
government accountability. In
addition, the workshop
developed an advocacy
framework and strategy to
address these issues at
national as well as regional
levels.

The followrup seminar aimed
to create synergies between
partner organisations, building
on the advocacy strategies
developed in the initial
workshop, with a focus on
issues of sterilisation of
women living with HIV
without informed consent;
gender based violence and
male circumcision.
Government accountability

communities are able to fully
realise their sexual and
reproductive health rights.

An action plan was drafted
detailing key objectives,
activities, timelines and
outcomes of regional and
national advocacy work on

SRHR.

Delegates condemned the
Nami bi an gove
intimidation of women
interviewed about their
experiences of being sterilise
without their informed
consent in Namibia and the

SRHR. The initial feedback on media covering the story.

progress is planned for 30
September 2009.

During the discussions,
participants of the seminar
expressed their deep concern
with the appointment of
Manto Tshabalalllsimang as
the African Union Goodwill
Ambassador for Improvement
of Maternal and Child Health.
They mentioned that
TshabalakMsimang had a
disastrous term as Minister of

They agreed to monitor the
situation when court
proceedings commence and
mobilise a strong support to
condemn any incidences of
intimidation by the Namibian
government.

Calls were made by the
participants for governments
to sign, ratify and/or accede t{
international and regional
treaties and obligations and
ensure the domestication of

Health in South Africa and hasthe ratified international

been responsible for the

thousands of unnecessary andSRHR.

entirely preventable deaths
related to HIV and AIDS.
Delegates agreed to issue a
statement urging the African
Union to withdraw her
appointment.

Participants also commended
US President Barack Obama
for withdrawing the secalled
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commitments that safeguard

Changing the River’s Flow: Linking
Violence Against Women, Women's &
Rights and Culture to Address HIV &
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Further calls were made for
awareness raising, training a
capacity building of relevant
institutions including police,
parliamentarians and judicial
officers tasked with
responding to gender based
violence.

R uThe nieed donthe promotion,

abortion in so far as this move protection, respect and

will facilitate work in southern
Africa on SRHR. However,
they went on to urge
President Obama and the
American Congress to pass
legislation to remove the
prostitution pledge
requirement from the Global
AIDS Act of 2003, as
preserved in the 2008
reauthorisation, in order to

was discussed as an underlymgulﬁl the broader realisation of

requirement to ensure that
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fulfilment of SRHR as human
rights was also underscored &
a critical issue.

The action plan, seminar
report and presentations
made by the various speaker
are available on
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